Curriculum Unit – “Spanish Artists”

Created by:  Megan Clapp (megan.clapp@new-haven.k12.ct.us)

Grade Level:  8th Grade

Timeline:  10 – 12 Class Periods (50 Minutes Each)
Materials Needed: 

· Computers with Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Publisher and internet access

· Student packet containing resources, handouts, instructions, rubrics, etc.

· Screen and Projector

Curricular Standards:

Technology:

Standard 4 – Problem Solving/Research & Development – Students will recognize technology as the result of a creative act, and will be able to apply disciplined problem-solving strategies to enhance invention and innovation.

Standard 6 – Materials and Processes – Students will know the origins, properties and processing techniques associated with the material building blocks of technology

Standard 7 – Communications Systems – Students will understand and be able to effectively apply physical, graphic and electronic communications techniques in processing, transmitting, receiving and organizing information.

Art:

Standard 4 - History & Cultures – Students will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.

Standard 6 – Connections - Students will make connections between the visual arts, other disciplines and daily life.

World Languages:
Standard 4 - Cultures - How do I use my understanding of culture to communicate and function appropriately in another culture?

Standard 5 – Connections - How do I use my understanding of another language and culture to reinforce and expand my knowledge of other disciplines, and vice versa?

Vocabulary:     
· Publication

· Newsletter

· Presentation

Unit Objectives:  The students will…

       … use the internet to collect information on an artist (of their choice)from Spain.
       … design a one-page newsletter about their artist using Microsoft Publisher.  They 

             will incorporate digital images and written statements into their newsletter.
       …design a PowerPoint presentation about their artist that they will present to the class. They 

             will incorporate digital images and written statements into their presentation.


     …demonstrate their knowledge about Spanish Artists through a written test.

Lesson 1:  Introduction and Research (2-3 class periods)

· Students are introduced to unit – Distribute packet containing worksheets, handouts and internet resources

· Students watch a PowerPoint presentation focusing on some key Spanish artists including El Greco, Diego Velázquez, Francisco Goya, Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, and Salvador Dalí 
· The students will choose an artist from the list in their packet, and conduct internet research on the artist to compile important information (using handout and worksheet as a guide).

Lesson 2:  Newsletter Design (2-3 class periods)

· Review of Microsoft Publisher tools and functions.

· Students look at examples of newsletters.

· Discussion of information to include in newsletter.

· Students design a one-page newsletter about their artist in Microsoft Publisher.  They will include important information about the artist, a picture (or portrait) of the artist, and at least one piece of artwork created by the artist in their newsletter.
Lesson 3:  PowerPoint Presentation Design (2-3 class periods)

· Review of Microsoft PowerPoint tools and functions.

· Discussion of information to include in presentation.

· Students design a PowerPoint presentation about their artist.  They will include important information about the artist, a picture (or portrait) of the artist, and several pieces of artwork created by the artist in their newsletter.

Lesson 4:  PowerPoint Presentations (2-3 class periods)

· Students will present to the class.  They will provide each student with a copy of their newsletter to accompany the presentation.

· Students will take notes on each presentation.

· Homework – using notes from presentations, along with newsletters, students are to study for the test.

Lesson 5: Closure/Assessment (1 class period)

· Students will be given a test on the Spanish Artists based on the information in each PowerPoint presentation and newsletter.
Extension Activities: Students will have a list of extension activities in their packets that they can complete for 

extra credit (virtual field trips to museums, etc.).

Assessments: 

· Students will be assessed ongoing though research worksheets, formal and informal discussions, and observations

· Formal assessment of newsletter and PowerPoint presentation using rubrics 
· Test on Spanish Artists 

Internet Resources:

Pablo Picasso

· www.mfa.org/exhibitions/picasso/ 

· www.guggenheimcollection.org/site/artist_bio_126.html 

· www.time.com/time/time100/artists/profile/picasso.html 

· www.paris.org/Musees/Picasso 

· www.nga.gov/feature/picasso 
Francisco de Goya

· www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/goya 

· www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/goya_francisco_de.html 

· coloquio.com/famosos/goya.html 
Salvador Dalí

· www.dali-gallery.com/ 

· www.artelino.com/articles/salvador_dali.asp 

· www.guggenheimcollection.org/site/artist_bio_34.html 
· http://www.virtualdali.com/
Museum Web Sites

· museoprado.mcu.es 

· www.salvadordalimuseum.org 

· museoreinasofia.mcu.es/portada/portada.php 

· www.barcelona-tourist-guide.com/museums-in-barcelona.html 

· www.louvre.fr/louvrea.htm 
· http://www.metmuseum.org/
Program Tutorials
http://www.techtutorials.info/appublish.html - Microsoft Publisher Tutorials

http://www.microsoft.com/Education/PPTTutorial.mspx - Microsoft PowerPoint Tutorials
